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continue to operate cavalierly ln taking advantage of
the public fisc and so on and so forth. Therefore, ln
the eyes ot some members of the public and some members
ln this body and tho press 1tsolf, it is important that
the tolophotto records b o avatlt tblo to t he public f o r
ttorut,lny. New wo httvo talkod at t ,@~at, length tn th .tn
b ody @bout the ooutttorvai l l ng vtt luo of conf idont in l l t y
tend ptlvaoy and why thttt t t t so importttnt i n the l e t t i s l t t­
tlvo process, Z am not going to dettl with that issue,
but I am going to deal • • .go back again and talk about
this abuse question because we all know that when those
records ln effect are sealed up lt does permit the con­
tinued existence of what would be perceived by many folk
ln the public as an abusive use of the telephone privilege.
At the same token, lt also enhances confidentiality and
privacy. I think one of the things that has distressed
me over the years so much about such things as the public
exposure of state senators or others who apparently use
public assets for private purposes ls I think that the
offense...the offense committed by the member is dispropor­
tionately arrayed before the public to the real harm that
ls done. The bigger story in the Nebraska Legislature
ls the Leglslat;ure's inability to deal with health care
costs. The bigger story ln the Nebraska Legislature ls
the Legislature's inability to deal with the rise in
property taxes at the local level. The bigger story in
the Nebraska Legislature ls the Legislature's cavalier
attitude about financing of campaigns. There are a lot
of big stories that simply need to be told again and again
and again to the public for this body and any other legis­
lative body to have applying pressure to lt an informed
public constituency. That ls the real function of the
press. The press is...the press is an important partner
ln our democratic process but its function is to get out
the big story. It ls to tell the truth. It is to find the
truth. It is to print the truth, and the truth lies, the
truth really ll.es in those issues that are important to
each one of us as members of society. I can guarantee
you an issue that is not terribly significant to any of
us in society ls whether or not a state senator made ten
telephone calls the last months for private purposes.
Now that may seem very cavalier on my part.

. . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: ....but I do not think lt is. I t h i n k
the real truth...the real truth is that to the extent that
the news m dla focuses ln on pecadlllos, small foibles, it
really does miss the forest for the trees, and I want to
see the forest reported and not the trees, and to the extent
that we continue to deal with the tree issues, we in a sense
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